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Local News...

... For Local People

Congratulations to Carol and
Grant Longley! It was

announced at the AGM in
February, that they were to be
honourary lifetime members of
the WRRA. We appreciate their

many years of generosity
through which we are able to
provide you with a newsletter

each month.

Another superb Quiz Night
will be coming up soon with our

quiz masters extraordinaire.
Keep free the 2nd of July.
Notice to follow in the June

issue.

Membership payments:

Can you please remember to
give more details when paying

on-line?
Just your name is not

sufficent...please supply a
phone number so that we can

contact you.
If you have joined on-line but

don't receive our hotmail, then
please get in contact with me.

For the 2016 membership, if
you have not paid by the end of
April, then hotmail will no longer

be sent to you.
(Here endeth the reprimand)

Please don't forget to do the
Auckland Transport survey.

If you haven't received a form in
the mail, then you can do it on-

line.
( tinyurl.com/h2yujbd )

It will shape what happens in
your future so be prepared.

The Battle Against Waiatarua Mosquitos

We all know how annoying mosquitos are. While only some of us suffer from a week long
itchy bite reaction, who doesn’t dread that whining noise just as you are drifting off to
sleep.

One of the recommendations for mosquito control by the World Health Organisation is
the removal of sources of standing water.

We can make a big difference by:

removing or piercing old containers and tyres;
clearing gutters and drains;
removing or treating plants that hold water.

The Bromeliad is a prime example of a plant with a perfect breeding ground for the
mossie. They look nice and give tropical flair to our gardens but are they worth it?

We recently removed what turned out to be several hundred plants from our property. The
effect was immediate with a huge drop in mossie numbers and bites. What a relief!

If you can’t bear to remove your bromeliads and have the required patience perhaps you
could try this recipe as listed on the Bromeliad Society of New Zealand website:

Len Trotman’s recipe for mosquitoes:

500ml of Sunlight Liquid (dish washing)
200ml of Household Cloudy Ammonia.
100ml of Citronella or Pine-O-Cleen disinfectant.
Pour the contents into 5ltrs of cold water.

As this mixture is very concentrated use only at 2 to 4 tablespoons per litre of water in
your watering cans. It can also be mixed with your liquid fertilizer, and can be used weekly
if desired. It is not detrimental to your bromeliads even at the seedling stage. You will
notice when spraying, that foam is generated, but this is not a problem as each of the
stages in the life cycle of the mosquito is dependent upon the surface tension of the
water.

I hope this has provided some useful ammunition for your battle against mosquitos.

Naomi Hosted

From The Editor Robyn O'Sullivan

Autumn is upon us! This is my most favourite time of the year. It does mean though,
that a healthy crop of weeds seems to flourish in the cooler wetter atmosphere but I
shall refrain from mentioning anything about the 'w' word as, if you hop over the
page...go on, I'll wait...there is a plethora of information on that very subject for you
to consume over a hot cuppa.

This summer has also left us with a water shortage ie. loads more people staying
over the dry spell and we have only a couple of thousand litres of water to our
name. Each time it rains, we barely make up the amount we used the day before.
And you know as soon as you order water, a deluge will arrive as the tanker pulls
into your driveway. So, that's what Autumn is to me, the space between a rock and
a hard place. At least, it occupies my husband who is out early checking the tank to
see if we can have showers and a morning coffee and later in the day, busting his
moves in a rain dance!

And this is the last time I will mention the speeds on the Scenic Drive! There are still
no new signs with the lower speed limits; but just remember, they could appear at
any given moment so don't take any chances.

Have a great month!



Weed Window

Plectranthus

Weed Tip of the month

Hello Waiatarua!

Waiatarua get-together to talk about Weeds BBQ.

Climbing asparagus

Jasmine

Wild Ginger

Wandering Jew

The purpose of CPNZ is to empower communities to prevent
crime and create safer environments through the utilisation
of trained and equipped volunteer patrols.



Advertising & Community
Notices

Art Classes:

Better Scrapbooking Ltd:

Handyman Out West.

Lawn mowing and section clean
ups.

Otimai:

Plants:

Table Tennis

The Oratia Community Church:

Tiler/Stone Layer:

Waiatarua Playcentre:

Yoga/Chi Kung/Meditation

Zumba with Grace

Fire Brigade Report:

Recent calls:

Contacts:

Library Report

“Red Notice”

“The Orpheus Clock”

“The Expatriates”

“Six Four”

“Half the World Away”


