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Hello Waiatarua!

It was fantastic to see so many of you turn out to the Catch Up and Connect AGM last
week. The event was such a community success that we are planning another one soon;
not with the meeting part, but to catch up, connect with neighbours and share ideas.

This is my third year now being involved with the Waiatarua Ratepayers and Residents
Association and I'm excited about the things that are coming up this year.
The one that I believe will really tie it all together nicely will be the website re-launch.

Waiatarua has a Facebook group, a Neighbourly presence and the WRRA run an email bulletin to members, the WRRA
HOTMAIL (and a splendid newsletter-Ed.) but the re-launched website will be the place to bring all these together, as well
as collect and present historical and current issues of relevance to Waiatarua, to you and the world. Stay tuned for that, and
an event to match.

Over the summer I've been enjoying more than ever the musical events out west, in particular John Goudge and his band -
Ionosphere- on the roof at Lopdell House, Lord Echo and Supersonic at Armour Bay and two fine afternoons curated by the
Director of the Audio Foundation, Jeff Henderson, at our own marvellous hall at 911 West Coast Road.
After the first event, Jeff suprised us with an absolutely magical Silent Sound Walk winding up through the forest to a local
but hidden lookout.

But along that magical climb, I was appalled to see intense outbreaks of one of the most aggressive weeds in these parts;
the climbing asparagus. A reminder that we need to do all we can to at least keep the weeds from spreading further, even if
we don't have the energy or time to eradicate them right away. And if we don't have the means or energy, then to inform the
Weed Free Trust to request help.

So, my top two tips for you as we embark on the March annual War On Weeds are these:

If you see any of those beautifully ornate and complex looking yellow flowers opening up on Wild Ginger, SNAP THEM OFF
AND THROW THEM ON THE GROUND. If you get them as soon as they come out, the seeds that would grow after
pollination by bees and then drop on the ground or get moved around by birds will never develop. This won't stop the ginger
from continuing its spread underground, but it will slow it down and stop it spreading across large distances by pigeon mail.
If the seeds are already forming then you need to put them in the weed bin.
If you are interested in getting help with weeds on your property, then please send me an email and I will make sure you are
informed about our upcoming intiatives and also the things that the Weed Free Trust are doing to help people like you; I've
received quite a lot of help from them, as have my neighbours.
I'll finish by saying that this month we received a piece for the newsletter re destruction of some local trees and have
checked in with the Auckland Council to understand what was going on. The trees didin't make it to the level of Titirangi-
type national-interest proportions, but we were very concerned. It was great to find out that one benefit of the Super City is
that the council is now coordinating its efforts far more efficiently on these issues and is involved. I can't comment any
further except to say abatement and restoration is in progress; a process that will take some time to resolve.

Next month; we talk about Broadband in Waiatarua.

Peter Casey
president@waiatarua.org.nz

From The Library Jeanette Ziesler

Here is a brief synopsis of some of the new books we have received so far this month. The good news is that there are
more books on the way.

"The Widow" – Fiona Barton :- a psychological thriller.

“Strictly Between Us” – Jane Fallon :- relationships with twists.

“Spinster” – Kate Bolick :- choosing to stay single.

“Grand Slam" - Kathryn Ledson :- drama, horror & suspense.

“Napolean’s Last Island” – Tom Keneally :- Napolean and a pretty girl on St Helena.

“The Secret War” – Max Hastings :-did guns or intelligence win the war?

“The Words In My Hand” – Guinevere Glasfurd :- 17th century Amsterdam.

Good reading.



Fire Brigade Report

Fire Safety Product Recall:

Recent Calls:

Helen Longley at an informal Xmas function where she was

farewelled.

-Thanks to Peter Casey for the photo.

Contacts:

Notice from our treasurer, Sue:



Advertising & Community
Notices

Art Classes:

Better Scrapbooking Ltd:

Handyman Out West.

Lawn mowing and section clean
ups.

Otimai:

Plants:

Table Tennis

The Oratia Community Church:

Tiler/Stone Layer:

Waiatarua Playcentre:

Yoga/Chi Kung/Meditation

Zumba with Grace

Please accept my Membership to the Waiatarua Ratepayers & Residents

Association 2015


