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Opportunity - WRRA Committee

Do you like the idea of being local? Would you like to be more in touch with the
community around you? Do you, like me, wonder who your neighbours actually are in
Waiatarua? Would you like to meet some of them and hear some of the amazing stories
of this place? Like the guy who used to live in a packing crate on the top of a hill and roll
boulders down on his neighbours and nearly killed one of them while he was minding his
own business in his own crapper? And what happened next!?

The Waiatarua Ratepayers and Residents Association Incorporated (WRRA) are currently
seeking new members for the Executive Committee.

The WRRA was initially formed to fend off spectacularly unfair rates rises from a very
young and ambitious Auckland City Council. Several decades later, in 1975, the WRRA
successfully had the Council build the Community Centre and library at 911 West Coast
Road. The WRRA still hold the lease of this council property and maintain it for you to use
for your meeting, party, table tennis, meditation, yoga, dance, or concert.

Now the WRRA needs you!

We have up to four vacant positions that would suit people who are capable or even
passionate about:

Control of the weeds and/or pests that destroy the local native flora and fauna.
Transport - in Waiatarua our roads are our lifeline, and we'd like better connection to bus
and train services. We know who to talk to at Auckland Transport. We just need
someone to write the letters and make the phone calls.
The Community Centre and Library needs someone to be the contact/liason for
maintenance and repairs. You don't have to do the work; just cause it to happen. Pretty
sweet role this one.
Our website is in desperate need of a refresh! We have ideas, wire-frames and funds but
need someone to drive the project. Even a student might want to do this so they could
add it to their CV.
And lastly, but not least, we need someone to help progress some of our ideas around
how to get fast internet connections to any part of Waiatarua. We've got some leads on
some smart wireless technology that can do the job and 2 committee members who have
experience in this area. Ability to drive Google Maps an advantage.
Or you just might want to help a little bit with all the above or be involved in planning the
several events we hold each year, which include The Great Waiataraua Debate, The
Great Waiatarua Spring Clean, Community Breakfasts, Quiz nights and more.
You will not be left on your own but will join a supportive, active and experienced bunch
who like to get things done rather than talk about them all day. We have up to 12
meetings a year which are only about an hour long and outside this you would be invited
to spend at least 3-4 hours a month on projects or intiatives; that's only 1 hour a week!
We understand that life gets in the way sometimes and if it does we can cover for you.
And if you choose a specific issue to lead, we won't sit back and watch you do all the
work. We'll help find ways to share the load and back you up or find additional resources.
Convinced? Sort of interested? Might like to know more but not really sure? Can you do
a month or two before you make up your mind?
Whichever it is, please get in touch with Peter at president@waiatarua.org.nz and ask me
a question.

The Great Waiatarua Spring Clean

Despite the tough timing up against a breakfast time All Blacks match against Georgia, an enthusiatic few turned out and we
cleaned and scrubbed the Rose Hellaby steps, overhauled the Community Centre gardens, removed a dead tree over the
play centre driveway, gave the hall kitchen a fantastic clean and collected a bunch of roadside rubbish; no TVs this year.

The rubbish removal was sponsored by Eco Matters Trust in New Lynn.

Insurance Question:

A number of residents in
Waiatarua are on fixed/ limited
incomes.
Insurance can be expensive.
What are some of the ways we
can take some of the risk
ourselves to reduce the
premium?
Increasing the excess is an
example. But also, rather than
cover the house completely for
a total loss what about insuring
for a slightly lower value? For
example... excluding the cost to
reinstate the driveway or a
garage/shed on the property
that is some distance from the
house?

In the event of the total
destruction of your house, the
insurance company will have
two options; to either rebuild it
up to the sum insured or make
a cash settlement - again up to
the sum insured. If your
valuation is lower than the
rebuilding cost, then the
maximum spent by the
insurance company is as
above. So you choose what
value you want to place on your
house.
For one thing, who can
estimate exactly what the
replacement cost will be now,
never mind in 12 months time?
You can use this tool to estimate the replacement value of your house:cost2rebuild.co.nz. You can choose to leave out the
value of sheds and driveways etc.
As stated in your email, you can select a number of excesses, but the reductions in total premiums are not dramatic as a lot
of the cost is for government earthquake and fire levies and they cannot be discounted by increased excesses.
Hope this helps. John Scarr



Karekare Surf Club turns 80 and
searches for old Lifeguards

Dear Ratepayers,

Check your rates bill, you may have been overcharged.

New Books At The Library This Month.

“Redemption Cove”

“Early One Morning”

“The Hunter”

“Wild Roads”



Advertising & Community
Notices

Better Scrapbooking Ltd:

Handyman Out West.

Lawn mowing and section clean
ups.

Otimai:

Plants:

Table Tennis

The Oratia Community Church:

Tiler/Stone Layer:

Waiatarua Playcentre:

Yoga/Chi Kung/Meditation

Zumba with Grace

Hello Waiatarua!

Transport Update:

3 Ingredient Cheese Scones Even A Bloke Like Gary Could Make:

Many thanks, Margaret - Ed.


