


NZ POST REPLY to complaints concerning mail delivery
Dear Mr Davis

In response to your letter of 30 July 1996 concerning
problems with mail deliveries in your area.

New Zealand Post views this service failure seriously
and the matter has been brought to the attention of those
concerned.

A complete review has been undertaken of all delivery
Rounds in your area and a current “recast” of those Rounds
in underway.

Improvements to the delivery service will be imminent
upon commencement of the Round revisals.

The proposed date for commencement is 2 September
1996.

I trust that you will not have cause for concern regard-
ing you mail delivery in the future.

Please feel free to contact me should you experience
any further difficulties.

Yours sincerely Jan Edwards, Manager, New Lynn Postal
Delivery Branch.

We will be replying to this letter and asking what we
should be expecting from the service so that we know if it is
not happening, eg time to expect delivery.

CONDOLENCES

Condolences to Zoe, Andrew and wife and Juith Evison
of Forest Hill Road on the death of husband and father Don.

L

EDUCATION /&
TRUST

Mark your diary now. For further information phone
8149298

WAITAKERE LIFE
EDUCATION TRUST

presents ...
Spring Festival of Country Gardens

From Waiatarua to Coatesville.
November 9 and 10.

ANYONE WANT TO GO WALKING!?

I would like to have company to go walking during the
day for about an hour once or twice a week. Phone
Margaret on 814-9843.

GRAPEVINE

You can subscribe to Grapevine and receive every
edition monthly by post instead of only some as in the past.
The cost is $29.95 for 12 editions (normally $35.95).
Students, beneficiaries and senior citizens pay $22. Post
subscriptions to - Freepost 86, Private Bag 92124, Auck-
fand. Phone 624-3079 to subscribe via credit card.

ﬁ NOTED ... .

On Monday 26th August - our trusty Waiatarua Volunteer
Firefighters removing the debris from a slip on West Coast
Road. Thanks heaps - from fellow Waiataruan'’s.

LIBRARY NEWS

Spring is just around the corner - get your gardening
books here.

“Gardening on Clay”
“Organic Gardening”

“Gardening with NZ Plants” and lots more!

NEW ARRIVALS:
Rhodedendrons Murray Richards(NZ writer)

From Potters Field Patricia Cornwell

Nicholas Evans

Robert Ludium

The Horse Whisperer
Cry of the Haldon

Our 200 exchange books arrived last month from the
Te Atatu South Library - come and have a browse through
them. We have them for six months.

WAIATARUA COMMUNITY LIBRARY

911 West Coast Road,
under the Community Centre.
Phone 814-9353

Hours of Opening

Thursday 10am — 12 noon
Friday 7pm — 8 pm
Saturday T1am — 12 noon
Sunday 11am — 12 noon

Books can be returned at any time
through the chute by the library door

HOW THE WAITAKERE TRACKS WERE
NAMED (Part 2)

Continuing the track naming story from the letters of the late
Arthur Mead, he explains that when a new track was formed
from Anawhata Road to the top end of the Piha gorge he had
planned to call it Black Rock Track, after that prominent feature
where it met the gorge. But trampers had already begun to call it
Centennial Track, so that name was formally adopted.

From the old timber dam at the gorge there already existed a
bushman’s track running up the south ridge to Home Track and
the name Centennial was now extended to this, giving a through
route. Later the Piha Valley Track, partly a timber getting route,
partly new formation, was extended to the gorge crossing.

The principle of naming a track from entrance to exit could
not always be followed. Kauri Grove Track, running down the
Kitekite branch of the Piha Stream, took it's name from a group
of kauri at the head of the valley near the West Coast Road. In
Arthur Mead’s time this fine grove was reached by a faint trail
from the road on a very bad grade. As he planned a new grade it
became clear that the valley could provide a through route. So
the track was extended to a point where it linked up with a sledge
track and old bushman’s route past the Kitekite Falls to the blind
end of Glen Esk Road in the lower Piha Valley. The idea was to
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call it Kauri Grove Track from West Coast Road from entrance to
exit. “But”, wrote Arthur Meade, “Trampers considered that this
was too long and should be divided, particularly as it was crossed
atright angles about half way by a track athwart the Kitekite Val-
ley. The top half to the cross track was accordingly called Kauri
Grove Track and the lower half Kitekite Track”.

Another case of a compromise in track naming was Fairy
Falls Track in the upper Henderson Valley. Some voluntary work
on this track had been organised by a keen and popular tramper,
Dick Jones. He had seen service in the western desert in World
War Il and wanted to preserve the name Diamond Trail, a mili-
tary name in that sector. The tramping clubs were happy for this
to be adopted but the nature clubs had fallen into the habit of
calling it Fairy Falls Track from a series of leaps taken by the stream
where the track met it about half way. Finally it was agreed that
the name Diamond Trail be given to a loop of the main track, the
track itself retaining the Fairy Falls name.

Arthur Mead, a keen amateur hotanist himself, decided to
provide a track especially planned for botanical interest - a loop
returning to the same road entrance and traversing as much vari-
ety of bush as possible.

“I decided to use the upper half of Kauri Grove Track, cross
the Kitekite stream and grade along the other side of the valley
back to the West Coast entrance. When it was formed | led a
party of the Auckland Botanical Society round the loop and ex-
plainedit's purpose, suggesting that we might commemorate Lucy
Cranwell, who had done so much for the botany of the range, by
naming it Cranwell Track. The party preferred the full name Lucy
Cranwell Track as there were other Cranwells in Auckland, so it
was done”,

Footnote: Lucy Cranwell's The Botany of Auckland, published
by the Auckland Instiute and War Memorial Museum in 1981 is a
delightiully readable and well illustrated account of our plant lite,
from dunes to rainforest.

Many thanks to the Piha Community News for this and the
previous very interesting article on this subject - Enimor.

AUCKLAND REGIONAL PARKS

SPRING BIRD WALK, Wenderholm Regional Park, Saturday
21 September, 10am - 1 pm, Entry Fee.

ADVENTURE TRAMP, Waharau Regional Park, Monday 28
October, 9 am - 4 pm. A full day tramp through the
south eastern Hunuas. Entry fee.

SECOND PUHOI RIVER RAFT RACE, Wenderholm Regional
Park, Saturday 16 November. Get a raft organised and
compete for the Wenderholm Cup. Entry fee.

WENDERHOLM NIGHT WALK, Wenderholm Regional Park,
Saturday 23 November, 6 pm - 11 pm. Entry fee.

BOTANIC GARDENS GUIDED RAMBLES, 10 am -12 noon, $3.

Native plants October 6, Herbs November 3, Perennials
December 1.

HOME GARDEN DESIGN AND MAINTENANCE, $5 payable
at door.

HOUSE PLANTS/ OUTSTANDING PERENNIALS September 22.

For more information and bookings phone 366-2166.

CALENDAR FOR ARATAKI GALLERY,

Arataki Centre, Scenic Drive

Aug 31 - Sept 26 - Alison Milne, floor rugs - colours of the
forest - woven out of recycled rags.

Sept 28 - Oct 31 - Ann Robinson interprets our environ-
ment in hot glass.

Nov 2 - Dec 5 - Janet Bothner - by acrylic Waitakere
landscape paintings.

Programme is confirmed at this time but changes are
possible. For more information cotact Ann Tibbutt, Arataki
Visitors Centre, 817-7134

Auckland Regional Parks News and Events pamphlets are
available from Waiatarua library and Arataki.

Waijatarua

By Julie Morrow

“Waiatarua - um . . . where's that?” they  We're lucky

“Never heard of itl”

| reply

“It's next to a place called Oratia
It has an excellent superette there
Last shop till Piha.”

Waiatarua — bush clad sections hidden fun
away

Choice views and kauri trees

Mostly rather steep

We live on poles

And when that westerly wind blows
Well. You all know!

Beautifully cool in summer

Wouldn't you say

Have you?

We won't go into thatl
Waiatarua — we do get a lot of rain
Some of us collect it

say We don't pay those water rates

But we do have something on our minds
How much water have we?

Are we overflowing?

or can that washing wait?

Walatarua — driving in Waiatarua can be

Always an experience
Notorious driveways
Steeper than steep

I've been stuck in that one

or did you park at the top?

cold drinks and ice-creams for the family
(The drive can be a bit hazardous

with all that traffic

off out to the beaches)

On the way home

Fresh fruit, veges and flowers for sale
Stop!

Only a dollar or two

No excuses for all you males!
Waiatarua — though we have no dairy
We don't miss out

We do have a community hall

A play centre nestled nicely in our bush
And a library

With all the latest titles

And of course

The best part of all

Refreshing really
Winter is a slightly different story

Waiatarua in summer
A drive to the dairy

You
Our very friendly Waiataruanl!
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