


THE GREAT WAIATARUA TO PIHA GRUMBLE AND GRUNT RUN

Now that he has got his breath back, our athlestics (7)) correspondent, Tony
Webber sends us this report:

Sunday 5th March dawned fine and clear with just a fFaint whisper of an
Autumn chill in the morning air. However by the 11 a.m. start time the
sun was starting to burn everything in sight, including the runners. With
the starter’s gun poised, the compstitors were straining at the bit (all
eight of us). A couple of guys looked like serious runners and proved to
be Jjust that, for at the 3k mark they had already put 4 minutes on the
rest of us and any thoughts of grandeur in winning this race were socon
forgotten. Thus it was Jjust enjoying the company and the scenery. Our two
female competitors however had misunderstood the distance that was to be
Tun and believed they were antering a 10km fun run and not a 10 mile slog.
More fool them, although they must be congratulated in completing the
coursa, thanks to one or two words of sncouragement from the male
compstitors.

By the time most of us were approaching half way the leader was not far
from the finish line. Howsver such was the speed of this runner that the
organisers were unable to get to the finish lire in time to meet him.
Consequently he ran the length of North and South Piha looking for some
sign of officialdom. Bewildered, confused, and by now ”bloody thirsty”, he
entered the Surf Club asking if anyone knew where the Grumble and Brunt
run finished. ”"Never heard of it,” was the reply, "try the Fire Station”.
Two hours after the last competitor had fFinished we finally located our
leading man sitting atop an empty beer crate looking totally rejected
outside the Piha Fire Station. He was presented with the winner’s prize
and his spirits seemed to take a turn for the better. He even assured us
we would see him again next year. Yes, it was decided that this will again
become an annual event, held on the first Sunday in March.

For those of you who weren’t maotivated enough or Just too intelligent to
get sucked in, the run follows the Piha road to the Anawhata turn off,
then follows Anawhata Road to the end, cutting down the Whites Road track
and finishing at the end of North Piha. The scenery is superb, as good as
anything in the Adriatic, and the run, believe it or not, is not that
hard! So lets see you all there next year!

—-olo--
PLAYCENTRE NEWS

Following a meeting with Council to coordinate Drama Club’s extension to
the hall with improvements to Playcsntre, it looks as though we will
receive a major face-lift to the Community Centre outdoor area. We are
also considering a small extension to the storage cupboard to the right of
the Community Centre entrance.

Due to uncertainty surrounding future funding and building requirements
For Playcentres (under discussion at present following the Picot Report)
we are not pursuing a new building until details are forthcoming.

So Far this term our two major excitemsnts have bean a visit from 2
Wajiatarua Fire Officers and the Fire Engine, and a highly enjoyable visit
to the Western Springs park and pond.

Aside from this, we are are all re-anthused and trying harder to keep our
bi-weekly sessions interesting, and we have bought a section of artificial
grass to reduce our injury rate on the tar seal.

For details about Playcsentre, pleass contact Wendy Healy, B149-766.















