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The Winners of the 2025 Waiatarua Photographer of 
the Year Competition 

This year’s entries were the strong-
est we’ve ever seen, capturing eve-
rything from golden sunsets and 
native birds to quiet forest scenes 
and joyful garden moments. The 
competition not only showcased 
our local beauty but reminded us all 
just how creative and observant 
our neighbours truly are. The win-
ners are:  

Landscape Category – Tracy 
Howarth 

Tracy’s breathtaking image of sun-
light breaking through the native 
bush captured the essence of 
Waiatarua’s wild beauty.  

Wildlife Category – Brian & Julie 
Cairns 

Their intimate shot of a ruru 
(morepork) taken right on their 
deck brought the wow factor – and 
a little bit of mystery. 

Junior Category – Ivan Monk 

Ivan’s sunset reflection lit up the 
judges’ and community’s hearts. A 
beautifully composed image that 
shows how even young photogra-
phers can see the world with strik-
ing clarity and emotion. 

We extend a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who entered the compe-
tition, voted, or supported our local 
talent in any way. Events like this 
bring our community together and 
remind us of the special moments 
happening all around us – some-
times right outside our doors.  

Special thanks also go to our team of volunteers for helping coordi-
nate everything behind the scenes. Prizes will be sent out to win-

ners shortly. Thank you for your patience as we work through this 
process. 

Until next year – keep your cameras close. Waiatarua is always 
ready to be rediscovered. 

Have Your Say: Meet the Candidates Evening – 7pm, 
Tuesday 26 August, Waiatarua Hall 

With local elections just around the corner, now’s the time to get 
informed and make your voice count. This is your chance to hear 
directly from the individuals standing for election, learn about their 
priorities, and ask the questions that matter most to you and your 
community. 

Whether you’re passionate about local development, road safety, 
community funding, or the future of our beautiful corner of the 
Waitākere Ranges, this is the perfect opportunity to get involved. 
We’ll be sharing the list of confirmed candidates as soon as it be-
comes available—so keep an eye on 
our website and social media for 
updates. 

Follow our Instagram page 
@Waiatarua_ for all things 
local 

A reminder that Waiatarua has its 
own Instagram page—and we’d love 
you to be part of it. Our new han-
dle, @Waiatarua_, is where you’ll find all the latest on what’s hap-
pening in our community—from events like Quiz Night and the 
Cutest Pets competition, to photos from recent gatherings, local 
stories, and even the odd stunning sunset over the Waitākere Rang-
es. 

Whether you’re a long-time local or new to the area, our Instagram 
page is a great way to stay connected and celebrate the people, 
places, and pets that make Waiatarua so special. Scan the QR code 
above to follow us, or just search @Waiatarua_ on Instagram. Be 
sure to tag us in your own posts and stories—we’d love to share 
your photos too! 

Bon Voyage to our Hall Custodian 

Matt Smith, who has been managing the hiring of the Waiatarua 
Hall for a number of years is about to embark on overseas adven-
tures. Therefore he will no longer be carrying out this task for our 
Association. 

The Committee would like to thank Matt for his assistance with this 
role, it has been very much appreciated.  We wish him safe travels 
and lots of enjoyment during his time offshore. 

Mark Wager, WRRA President 



AUGUST NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE  

Copy needs to be with the Editor  

by 5pm on FRIDAY 25 JULY 

Please accept my Membership to the Waiatarua Rate-
payers & Residents Association 2025 

 

Name:  
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Address: 
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

Phone No: ___________________________________   

I ENCLOSE:$20 household 

Email: _______________________________________________  

To: Treasurer, WRRA, 911West Coast Rd, Waiatarua, Auckland, 
or leave at the library, or email these details to: treasur-
er@waiatarua.org.nz   

Bank details: 12 3051 0278313 00 WRRA  

Advantages of being a WRRA member? 
Enjoy a 10% discount offered by the friendly local businesses listed 
below when you show your membership card: 

Waitakere Resort & Spa Ph: 814 9622   573 Scenic Drive 
www.waitakereresort.co.nz  

Blow Moulders Ltd (cash & online banking) with 10% discount off 
retail Ph: 818 7709 

8 Waikaukau Rd Glen Eden www.bml.co.nz  

The Landscape Yard (bulk product sales only) Ph: 818 6129  293 
West Coast Rd, Glen Eden www.thelandscapeyard.co.nz  

Henderson Hire Ph: 838 8879  Cnr Railside Ave & View Rd, Hen-
derson www.hendersonhire.co.nz  

Other special rates for WRRA members at:  

Plyman/Timberman Ph: 021 738420   70 The Concourse, Hender-
son www.plyman.co.nz 

Scan the QR code for quick and easy 
membership signup! 

Waitakere Forest and 
Bird Talk: Thursday 17th 
July 7:30pm  

Philip Summerhays –Variation 
between & within populations 
of Zephlebia mayflies 

Philip Summerhays, Research Associate Auckland Museum, will 
not just be talking about mayflies, he will also bring along some 
mayflies he has been breeding, nymphs in a bucket and adults in a 
container. 

There are currently eight described species for the genus Zephle-
bia in the Leptophlebiidae family of New Zealand mayflies. Collec-
tion of nymphs and rearing to adults from streams in West Auck-
land and Waikato has produced evidence of a new species. Previ-
ously undescribed variation for some existing Zephlebia species 
have also been found. These findings will be presented along with 
the current investigations into the possible causes of the variation.  

Venue: Ranui Community Centre 474 Swanson Rd, Ranui. Non 
members welcome, join us for supper to chat with like minded 
people, free but koha appreciated to cover hall hire.  

For further information ph Liz 0274 762732 li-
zanstey@hotmail.com   

Bereavement Notice 
The WRRA Committee were saddened to hear of the recent pass-
ing of Mike Morgan, a resident of Waiatarua/Oratia for about 40 
years. Locals will know him as the “Handyman Out West” who 
advertised in this newsletter for many years.  

The WRRA Committee would like to extend our heartfelt sympa-
thy to his wife Rosemary 
and family and to also ex-
tend our grateful thanks 
for his long standing sup-
port of our newsletter.  

Environmental News 
Hi locals 

A big thank you to all the residents who have stepped up recently 
to help control pests in our beautiful backyards—your efforts will 
make a difference. 

If you are interested in joining the bandwagon, I currently have 
one new DOC200 trap looking for a home. Email environ-
ment@waiatarua.org.nz or phone me on 021 581 543 with your 
contact details. First in, first served. 

For those that already have a trapping system in place, I encourage 
you to sign up to our project “Waiatarua Pest Trapping” on 
Trap.NZ via the website or mobile app.  

The residents that are already on board, don’t forget to log your 
catches as it helps us track progress and build a clearer picture of 
our collective efforts. 

Also, thanks to Rita Steel, our former Environmental Lead, I now 
have access to the Pest Free Waiatarua Facebook page where I 
will be sharing updates on our environmental initiatives. If you'd 
like to follow along, just search for the page and request to join. 

Lastly, I’m currently working on a bait trapping programme 
that can be adopted for interested residents. Once it's ready, I’ll 
post the details on the Pest Free page. 

Stay warm out there. 

Mark Thomassen, Environment 



Advertising & Community 
 Notices  

Commercial advertisements are welcome and 
can be arranged by contacting Erin Kingsleigh-
Smith, editor@waiatarua.org.nz, ph 021 355 
009. Community Notices are free to current 
financial members. 

Dead tree management: local available for 
managing dead, diseased or damaged wood 
to maintain healthy trees, and tidying up 
trees that hinder or stop property repairs or 
that have become a nuisance and reduce 
aesthetics. Ph Craig Starr 021 610 408.   

Doers Networks:  local, fast internet pro-
viders info@doers.net.nz  

Gardening Help: experienced, reliable 
gardener available for casual or ongoing 
work. Weeding, pruning, planting, lawn tidy-
ing, and general garden maintenance. $30/
hour. Friendly, efficient, and local. Call/text 
Kate on 0276788607 to book a visit or dis-
cuss your needs. 

Indoor Bowls: every Thursday at the Hall 
7pm for 7.15pm start. No experience need-
ed. Coffee and tea provided. $3 donation to 
the local food bank and CPNZ. Ph Celia: 814 
9660 

Oratia Community Church: Sunday ser-
vices at 9.30am, Kids Club Sunday at 
9.30am. Fellowship 2nd Thursday in the Hall 
at 1pm. All welcome. The Hall is available for 
community use. Ph. 818 8344  

Plants, Crafts etc:  Various plants, 
shrubs, vireyas and bromeliads. Assorted 
crafts, occasional cards ($1 to $3) sewing 
and knitting including cushions, scarves, 
aprons, blankets and second hand books. All 
proceeds to Nepalese Education Trust for 
Tertiary Scholarships. Ph Margaret or Paddy 
814 9859   

Seniors dance: Oratia Settlers Hall. Dance 
for those over 65. Thursdays 12pm-1pm. 
Term starting Jan 30th.- April -9th Email chris-
tina@seniorsdance.nz or tel 021 022 37414. 

Table Tennis: every Wednesday in the 
Hall, from 7pm. No experience needed, all 
equipment supplied. $2 per week. Ph Dean 
Rutland 021 0298 3784, rut-
land4@xtra.co.nz. 

Tiler / Stone layer: 30 years experience in 
the trade available for indoor and outdoor 
projects large or small. Ph Craig Starr 021 
610 408.   

Vinyasa flow yoga class: 45 min. Fridays 
at 9am. Small Hall Oratia (behind the Set-
tlers Hall). Bring a mat. $15/class. Email 
naomihosted@gmail.com with any ques-
tions. 

Waiatarua Playcentre: Come and have 3 
free visits at our bush-nestled Playcentre. 
We are child led, parent run and full of fun! 
Open 9:15am - 1.15pm Mon and Weds. Con-
tact waiatarua@playcentre.org.nz or 
www.facebook.com/waiataruaplaycentre 

We are Loud: Modern Music Lessons. Vo-
cals, piano, guitar, ukulele, bass, drums, 
theory, songwriting & band. Group & private 
lessons, online & in-person for all ages & 
skill levels. Visit www.weareloud.co.nz or ph 
027 470 7042. 

Work To Do: Sort out that ‘To Do’ list for 
your House, Garden or Property. Clean Ups, 
Maintenance, Simple Repairs, Tree Trims, 
Window Cleans, Painting etc. Local and 
Reliable. Call Chris 027 600 3977. 

Waiatarua Community Patrol 
News  
Tēnā koutou Waiatarua. 

Matariki has now passed, a time to mourn the de-
ceased, celebrate the present, and prepare the 
ground for the coming year. Nights are slowly getting 
shorter as we have also passed the Winter Solstice 
and there is an air of optimism around as we look 
towards spring. 

Crime, however, doesn’t acknowledge the seasons 
and more daylight means more visibility for crims to scout out our treasures. 

Be aware of our volunteers and give us a wave when you see us out on patrol. 

Volunteer with us as a patroller (covering Waiatarua, Oratia, Henderson Valley and 
more).  A flexible commitment of around four hours per month.  Full training and uni-
form supplied.  Police security clearance check and current drivers licence required. Vol-
unteer with us in a support role.  It takes a team to keep our wheels on the road. 

Our biggest expense is petrol – donate directly to our fuel account at Oratia Mobil sta-
tion on West Coast Road or donate to our Givealittle page – no amount is too small: 
www.givealittle.co.nz/org/waiatarua-community-patrol-charitable-trust 

Contact waiatarua@cpnz.org.nz for more information, or check out our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/waiataruacommunitypatrol. 

Remember – please phone Police to report any incidents in our neighbourhood including 
witnessing bad driving.  This enables Police to identify trends in the area and does get 
included in their planning activities: 

111 - Emergency 

105 - Non emergency (incident already happened and urgent assistance not required), or 
online 105.police.govt.nz 

555 - From mobile phone only – urgent but not life-threatening driving incidents 

0800 555 111 - Crimestoppers – to report anonymously, or online crimestoppers-nz.org/
report 

Barbara Lokes, Treasurer 
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Ngahere Wise – Waitākere Ranges 
Ngahere Wise is a local bushwalking group created to bring people 
together through a shared love of the Waitākere Ranges and Ao-
tearoa’s native wildlife. 

Each month, we meet for a gentle, guided walk where we slow 
down and explore the forest with curiosity — learning to identify 
native trees, plants, birds, birdsong, and fungi along the way. 
Whether you’re brand new to nature walks or have a growing pas-
sion for the ngahere (forest), this group is about connection, shared 
learning, and mindful time in nature. 

From time to time, we’re joined by guest speakers who offer deep-
er insight into the ecology and biodiversity of the ranges, making 
each walk a chance to grow our knowledge and appreciation for 
the land. 

Walks are held at 10am on the 
first Saturday of every month, 
rain or shine. All ages and fit-
ness levels are welcome, just 
choose the walks that feel right 
for you. 

To learn more or join us, visit 
our Facebook group: Ngahere 
Wise – Waitākere Ranges, or 
contact Alecia at aleciaze-
ta@outlook.com.  

Let’s walk gently, learn deeply, and reconnect with the wisdom of 
the forest.  

Book Review: Tom Clancy – Shadow 
State 

Available now at the Waiatarua Community Library 

If you’re a fan of high-stakes espionage, fast-paced action, and com-
plex global politics, Tom Clancy: Shadow State delivers exactly 
what you’d expect from the Clancy universe—gripping storytelling 
with a modern twist. 

Written under the Tom Clancy banner by Don Bentley, Shadow 
State follows Jack Ryan Jr., the son of President Jack Ryan, as he 
uncovers a dangerous plot that threatens international stability. 
What begins as a straightforward mission quickly spirals into a 
deadly game involving Russian agents, cyber warfare, and betrayal 
at the highest levels. With enemies hiding in plain sight and allies 
who may not be trustworthy, Jack Jr. is once again pushed to his 
limits. 

What makes Shadow State stand out is its balance of explosive ac-
tion with believable political intrigue. Bentley does a great job hon-

ouring Clancy’s legacy while keeping the story current and relevant 
to today’s world. It’s a page-
turner, perfect for anyone 
who enjoys thrillers with 
brains and brawn. 

You don’t need to have read 
the previous books in the 
series to enjoy this one, but 
fans of the Ryanverse will 
appreciate the continued de-
velopment of familiar charac-
ters and the high-stakes sce-
narios they face. 

Pick it up now and settle in 
for a thrilling read that’s hard 
to put down. 

Mark Wager 

The Cutest Competition of the Year is Back 
Get ready, Waiatarua—our most adorable annual tradition has returned! 
The 3rd Annual Waiatarua Cutest Pets Competition is now officially open 
for entries, and we can’t wait to see your furry, feathery, or scaly friends in 
the spotlight. 

This online competition has become a real favourite in our community, 
bringing smiles to faces of all ages. Whether it’s a photogenic pup, a sleepy-
eyed cat, a curious lizard, or a pair of bunny besties—this is their time to 
shine. This year’s competition features four categories: 

 Cutest Dog 

 Cutest Cat 
 Cutest Buddies (two or more animals together) 

 Cutest Exotic Animal 

To enter, simply send a photo of your pet to president@waiatarua.org.nz. 
Entries close on 31 July 2025, so don’t miss your chance to be part of the 
fun! 

Voting will take place on both the Waiatarua Residents and Ratepayers 
Group on Facebook and our Waiatarua Instagram page, so make sure you’re 
following along to see all the entries and cast your votes. 

A heartfelt thank you goes to The Trusts, whose generous support makes 
this event possible each year. So dig out your favourite photo—or better 
yet, snap a new one—and send us your cutest companion. Let’s fill our feeds 
(and our hearts) with some much-needed pet-powered joy! 



Elevation has new lease of life as “Waiata 
Rua” 
It has been a privilege to recently redevelop the remarkable location at 
473 Scenic Drive. We and five adult children (and generations before 
us) have enjoyed many decades of passing this site, between Piha, 
Waiatarua and Oratia.  

Thanks to Karekare’s Richard Priest and Sanders Construction, Waiata 
Rua is completed from June 2025. 

Both of us love the history here. In 1905-06, Fred Judson established 
the original Waiatarua Boarding House, to the right on the original 
section. It was a place where people came together for rejuvenation 
and refuge, as well as to share progressive ideas, music and to support 
creativity. 

Our intention is for the spirit of this original venue to be in the new 
Waiata Rua.   

Nick will practice psychotherapy from this expansive vista; an idea born while commuting from Piha to his studies ten years ago.  

The social spirit of the 1960s nightclub has also found its way back here; there is 
now a courtyard and gallery space as an entrance. We look forward to hosting occa-
sional private exhibitions by artist friends, and welcoming neighbours with music. 

Waiata Rua is dedicated to the memory of Piha resident William (Bill) Byers.  

Nick had this replica made of the original boarding house sign pictured left. This was 
the original name of the building, given to it by one of the original builders. 

Nick Brown-Haysom and Ruth Gregory 

 
https://waiatarua.org.nz/waiatarua-boarding-house/ni 
Above, right – Waiatarua Boarding House, with Edwin Gash and cart outside  
The Dutch Kiwi https://waiatarua.org.nz/flames-raze-dutch-kiwi/ 

Waiatarua Indoor Bowls Tournament brings out the 
best in a fun and friendly competition 
On Saturday 14th June, the Waiatarua community came together for our second annual 
Indoor Bowls Tournament at the Waiatarua hall, and what a fantastic event it turned out 
to be! With plenty of laughter, skilful play, and a great community spirit, it was a memo-
rable afternoon for all involved. The tournament featured both singles and doubles 
competitions. The energy was high as players of all ages and experience levels took to 
the mat, delivering some impressive shots—and a few unpredictable ones that added to 
the fun! 

In the doubles competition, it was Mo-
ses and Janet (right) who emerged vic-
torious, showcasing great teamwork 
and strategy to claim the top spot. 
Their focus and chemistry made them a 
formidable pair, and they thoroughly 
deserved their win. 

In the singles tournament, Dason (left) 
rose to the occasion with calm preci-
sion and consistency, navigating a com-
petitive field to take home the trophy. His well-earned victory was met with enthusiastic 
applause from fellow players and supporters. 

As always, the tournament was more than just about winning—it was about connection, 
laughter, and bringing neighbours together. Whether competing or cheering from the 
sidelines, everyone played a part in creating a fun and welcoming atmosphere. A big 
thank you to everyone who took part and helped organise the event.  

Special thanks to those who brought food to share—it really added to the sense of com-
munity that makes Waiatarua such a special place to live.  

Here’s to more events like this in the future—and maybe even more trophies to polish! 

https://waiatarua.org.nz/flames-raze-dutch-kiwi/

